Are you aware of the environment?

We are going to talk about our relationships with nature during the workshop “Are we friends of the Earth?” on the 20th Conference of the Caretakers of the Environment International (2006, Katowice-Ustron, Poland). In this test your awareness of your environment you are living in is being set on trial. The questions check up the knowledge of ecological and environmental data. You are invited to check your awareness of your surroundings.

1. Describe the way your drinking water goes from its point of origin to your faucet.

2. How many days until fullmoon? (errors of up to two days allowed)

3. The place you are living - What type of natural ground is there?

4. The last precipitation rate of your region?

5. When was the last great fire in your region?

6. What kind of food was usually consumed by the ancient cultures in your region?

7. Name 5 edible plants in your region and their season(s) of availability. 

8. From which direction the storms come during winter in your region?

9. Where is your garbage deposition?

10. How long is the tillage and the harvest period in your region? 

11. On which day in the year the shadows are shortest in your region?

12. When is the rut of deer and when are the fawns born?

13. Name five grasses in your area. Are any of them native?

14. Name five birds which stay the whole year and five migrant birds of your region!

15. What are the major plant associations in your region? 

16. What primary ecological event/process influenced the land form where you live? 

17. Which species of your region are already extinct?

18. Which types of plants are prevalent in your region?

19. You are sitting and reading this text now, point to the north!

20. Which springflower is among the first to bloom in your region?

Results
0-3: You are absolutely blind.

4-7: Its difficult to be at two places at once not knowing where you are belonging to in the first place.

8-12: You have a good perception.

13-16: You are aware of your surroundings.

17-19: You know where you belong to.

20: You not only know where you belong to, you are a master checker.
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